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The Story of Bodhisattva Nagarjuna
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Namo Amitabha Buddha
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In a big South Indian city, an old tree stood in the midst of some grand, luxurious mansions. A
group of people gathered under the tree.
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They were animatedly discussing how a certain baby, still in swaddling clothes, suddenly started
babbling away one day.



TR 7 )RR AR AT+ ST BT ML W (B

“What are you saying?” wondered its curious mother. She pressed herself closer to the infant’s
mouth, so as to hear more clearly.
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Amazing! These were Vedic excerpts chanted by people who passed by the baby the last few days.
Not a single word was missing!
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Thus did the child become a subject on everyone’s lips. He would grow up to be a great
propagator of Buddhism -- Bodhisattva Nagarjuna.
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Seven centuries after the Buddha entered nirvana, Buddhism was wracked by schisms. The correct
Dharma no longer flourished. Other creeds and their followers proliferated.




‘ : =
| —
[ | [l (e = ==
L& 1! — " 1
v o { o bl
= 8= AR
" = =i
;
J‘
il ™
i 7
o /] N i A U
. W o ' i .
X ! L SN \/ o
i ] "
i X
;
== = = e —
- M'i}ﬁﬁ:—#__iﬂ e S e = \
T e —— = —
B 7_;_‘_‘:___:_,.._,4—-—‘-"_?”———-—7
R —— .
%“’J
— TTaean) . — ™ - — s — = x =
e _ e —
g i~ii B Ii v— 7 i o ——

S (R 1 R B0 0 25 e B+ SR DCREflhe R B PO B B O i
LR g2 gt 5 -

It was then that Nagarjuna's brilliance began to manifest. The youth's eyes shone with the light of
learning as he studied the other faiths.
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He was too clever by half, however. Having exhausted the pleasures of study, he passed his time
lazily with a few friends. They occupied themselves with devious schemes.
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One day they came upon a magician. Haughtily, they demanded that he pass on his secrets.
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The magician was aware of their fame, but was reluctant to divulge his formulas. Stealthily he
shuffled his recipes.
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After painstakingly mixing the powders, making them sparkling and bright, he added water and
carefully put the mixture on the eyelids of Nagarjuna and his friends.
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That very instant, their bulky forms vanished, leaving only scampering footprints on the ground.
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“What? That’s my invisibility trick!” The magician couldn’t suppress a wry smile.
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Suddenly, the mixing bowl in front of him floated up in the air and remained suspended there, as
though a pair of invisible hands were manipulating it.
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“Your potion -- I know the exact mix of ingredients!” said Nagarjuna’s voice, in the air. The
magician’s expression darkened immediately.
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No long after, a crisis blew up in the royal palace. Ministers, with worried looks on their faces,
scrambled to issue notices.
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“The consort ladies in the rear palace have been harassed, even violated,” said a minister. “"One
of them is pregnant. The King is furious and is convening his council!”
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The King, on his throne, wore a solemn expression as he conferred with his advisers on what action
to take.
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One said, "Majesty, it’s either a ghost or a person. If it’s a spirit, please perform rites to exorcise it.
If a person---"
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When dusk fell, the evening wind whistled. The portal of the rear palace was open. As shadows
from candlelight flickered, an eerie quiet pervaded the place.
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From nowhere, impressions appeared on the fine sand at the entrance. They were human
footprints!
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Hidden guards suddenly sprang up and drew their swords and axes, slashing the air furiously.
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The King raised his head and laughed with gusto. At that moment, a light breeze brushed his side,
ruffling his clothes and jangling his ornaments.
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The breeze was actually Nagarjuna. To escape death, he held his breath and stuck closely behind
the King, not daring to move.
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A beam of sunlight shines into an old, solemn hall, falling on a young man on his knees before his
preceptor--- Nagarjuna donned monastic robes and had his head shaved. An aura enveloped him.
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Nagarjuna was quick and diligent in his study of the Buddha Dharma. On a moonlit night after 90
days, his shadow, scroll in hand, could still be seen on the window.
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“All right, you've already read all the scriptures,” replied his preceptor when Nagarjuna asked to
take leave. “I cannot teach you anything more. Go travel and learn!”
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After many days of trekking and braving cold winds, Nagarjuna arrived at a monastery amid snowy
mountains.
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Two hands, one giving and the other receiving. One belonged to a smiling old Dharma master with
long eyebrows, the other to a delighted young Nagarjuna. Thus did the Mahayana scriptures come
to Nagarjuna’s attention.
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He quickly read through the palm-leaf manuscripts, like a breeze sweeping through fallen leaves.
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But Nagarjuna was still not satisfied. He traveled throughout India in search of the marvellous
Dharma.
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On the way, he was continually challenged by masters from other faiths. A cursory look at their
crestfallen faces showed they had lost the debate.
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Soon enough, Nagarjuna was honored as a supreme master. Many non-Buddhists became his
disciples.
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One of them pressed his palms together and said: “Compared with your wisdom, what is the
Buddha? Yet you insist on being his disciple! We don't want to learn from a teacher who hides his
genius!” He threw a cutting glance at Nagarjuna.
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In the end, they made Nagarjuna the founder of a new religion. A new Sangha was formed, with its
own dress code. Sitting alone in a crystal chamber, Nagarjuna was pleased with himself.
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“He has gone too far!” From the clouds, a sharp pair of eyes saw everything. It was Bodhisattva
Great Dragon, who shook his head compassionately.
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Bodhisattva Great Dragon brought him back to land. Like a
cicada casting off its skin, the young Dharma master took on a
fresh lease of life. From that moment, the great propagator of
Buddhism, Bodhisattva Nagarjuna, was born.
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In his lifetime, Bodhisattva Nagarjuna wrote many discourses to
propagate the Dharma, convincing many practitioners.
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It’s hard for us to imagine that in his Chapter on the Easy
Path, Bodhisattva Nagarjuna would cite two paths: While most
cultivators packed their bags and took an overland route full of
thorns and exposed to the elements, Nagarjuna stood on the
other side, pointing to a path over water. He urged everyone to
board a big ship -- the Pure Land path.




Reciting the name of Amitabha Buddha requires almost no
effort. Could it also be considered Mahayana practice? Indeed.
As Bodhisattva Nagarjuna said, Amitabha Buddha is the captain,
so the vessel is steering towards a luminous place for the
attainment of Buddhahood!
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In fact, this momentous
development had been
predicted by Shakyamuni
Buddha during his earthly
lifetime. Seven centuries
hence, he said, a Bodhisattva
Nagarjuna would be born.
In the darkness, he would
reignite the flame of people’s
fading faith, leading them
aboard Amitabha Buddha’s
treasure ship.
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A great Bodhisattva like Nagarjuna, who could vault into the heavens and reach the first stage of
enlightenment, no longer jumped around. Instead, he was sitting steadily on Amitabha’s ship.
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The Brahmin performed some incantations, and materialized in front of the palace a clear pond
stretching to infinity. Looking delighted, he sat atop a huge, thousand-petaled lotus and gazed
down upon Bodhisattva Nagarjuna.
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“See who’s sitting on the lotus? Do you understand now what kind of person I am -- the Great

Worthy Atop the Pure Flower? You, Nagarjuna, only sit on the ground; you are no different from an
animal. How can you compare with me?”
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To subdue him, Bodhisattva Nagarjuna transformed himself into a big white elephant with six
tusks. With a calm, steady air, it strolled towards the center of the pool, muddying the water.
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The elephant twisted the lotus with its trunk, then let go. The helpless Brahmin, along with the
disordered flower, spurted forth, like a meteor quickly losing altitude.



The Brahmin fell to the ground with a loud thud, spraining his
back. Wailing in anguish, he begged Bodhisattva Nagarjuna
to take him as a disciple. "I overestimated myself and dared
to slander you. Please show compassion and accept me as a
follower!”
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At the time, the King of southern India was a non-Buddhist. The guests at his court were all
Brahmins.
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One day Bodhisattva Nagarjuna donned imposing clothes and went into the royal military garrison.
He was applying for a senior officer's post in the imperial guard.
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Not long after, people were surprised to see the royal guard completely overhauled. The rank &
file had a majestic bearing, causing quite a commotion.



B (R TE 270 0 — S5 e B B T T E I AR 2
LR (G B A s Rz B o e R e 0 [9r 14 M A S R e 4

B JEEL I AR e R B A L L

The King’s curiosity was piqued. Said a bystander: “This officer is strange. He is clean, like a holy
man. He neither feasts nor accepts money. Seems like he’s managed the troops so well for nothing.

What does he want?”



ARl o TR E F“”EFHFF“ A2
[ ﬁzzv ’ _.#«t)];%%jﬁ\j\;, > AL ﬁﬁ Z:X %u HE 1;1’? —'~$zgj_¢éﬁé %g . HE b‘& %é \/«
"Who are
replied Nagarjuna, his eyes emitting light. “There is
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The King could bear it no longer. He summoned Bodhisattva Nagarjuna and asked:

you?”  “I am an all-knowing person,”
nothing I don't know.”
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The King was taken aback. Such exaggeration by a mere officer! “Then tell me, what are the
celestial beings doing now?” The King looked askance at Bodhisattva Nagarjuna.

“
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“Celestial beings? They are at war with the asuras, and their

battles are shaking the heavens. Can you hear?” Nagarjuna
pointedly addressed the dubious King.

ankk
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He’'d hardly stopped speaking when heavy but battered
weapons -- swords, spears, shields -- rained down upon the
palace. The King and his courtiers were startled.
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When Bodhisattva Nagarjuna raised his finger, the battle in
heaven immediately became more intense, thunderous. The
asuras’ hands, feet, brains, ears and eyes -- different from those
of humans -- fell at great speed to the ground!
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Stunned by the spectacle, the King was thoroughly won over. He
became a disciple of Bodhisattva Nagarjuna, as did the 10,000

Brahmins present.
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Nagarjuna came upon him and asked: “Do you want me to have a long life?” With disdain, the
theorist replied: “Not at all!”
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After breaking a window, his disciples saw that the Bodhisattva had gone to the Land of Bliss. He
wore a serene expression, as though in meditation.
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Yet Bodhisattva Nagarjuna is
always with us. His great gift,
Chapter on the Easy Path, made
its way to China, every word
transformed into immeasurable
light. Amid a myriad tortuous
paths, it guides us onto one that
allows us with peace of mind to
be reborn in the Land of Bliss.
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Namo Amitabha Buddha
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