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After three false starts,

Winter came last night with the first
Snow to stick. Morning,

And the woods are draped

In fog. The air is fixed, dense;

The light is cast in lead.

Even my gray dog conspires

In the illusion. I could be walking
In a black-and-white still.

I feel you near,

And we talk a little.

Trivia, mostly,

But also of the bond

We share, which lends
Unutterable bitter-sweetness

To moments such as this.

It is sweet because we share it;

Bitter because...who would understand?
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Perhaps if  write it out...

But I almost balk at the thought,
As if human script and sound—
Melodic utterings

Or gutteral sputterings—

Could capture even the after-image
Of the woods and fog,

Light and stillness’ the two of us
Together

In a momentary land of bliss.

It's your birthday, you say.

I know, I say. Thirty-nine trips, spun
Around the sun, and what of it?

You gently chide me

For chiding myself— as if all

That I have or have not done,

The moments of heroism’ selfishness,
Hope and despair, wholeness and hate,
My worse and best lines,

Could be altered in the least

Without altering

This moment.
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An infant who drinks milk does
not know its taste,

But his body grows anyway.

A sick person who takes medicine
cannot tell how it functions,
But she gets well all the same.
So it is with recitation of
Amitabha’s name:

Whether we understand its
workings or not,

We will be reborn in the Pure
Land.

SRMEER LEE T — &5

Milk nourishes the growing infant,
But not without the wet nurse.
Medicine heals the sickly body,
But not without the doctor’s skill.
How fortunate to meet, in this life,
A true teacher of Dharma!

All my aspirations will be fulfilled!
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68100 Batu Caves,

Selangor, Malaysia.

Tel:019-2636063

{E%8 :clng4144@yahoo.com.sg

ERAGRE L EEEHRREEE
Kuching Tze Yin Buddhist Orthodox
Association

Lot 7372, Jalan Sherip Masahor,
93250 Kuching, Sarawak Malaysia.
Tel:082-257634
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Ong Hua Guan

Lean Huat & Co,

No. 36A, Kubang Sepat, 06000 Jitra, Kedah,
Malaysia.

Tel:6047940260
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Liaw Kim Swee 27K

LTN Management Services Pte Ltd

605A Macpherson Road #08-01

Citimac Industrial Complex Singapore 368240
Tel:62995288
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Li Yung Kuan RAILRX
103 BarTon Lane Chapel Hill,LNC 27516 U.S.A
Tel: 919-9298899

Pony Ho #2&E
2365 Remora Drive
Rowland Heights,CA 91748

LEFRLIEEREBE

Mr. Alan Kwan BEETE

Unit 1300, 4380 No.3 Road, Richmond, BC,
V6X 3V7, Canada. fIE A /BEFEE

Tel: 604-273-3222

{E%8 : namoamitabha.van@gmail.com

B mEEREIUAXSF

ORBI-ORDEM BUDISTA INTERNACIONAL
Rua Doutor Josivalter Vilanova n0.99

Jardim California Foz do lguacu

Parana Brasil

CFP - 85867-504 TEL - 55-45-35245566
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Mrs. Lai fong Wong S E+

143 Tryon road Lindfield NSW 2070 Australia
HhE © 02-9416 9355

{E%8 * amtsydney@gmail.com
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