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Susanne Graham &2 B GRS BE 26— A7 AR S E R AN 1 B8
B LEFTEHRA o MEEMRE LR - EERMEER T E—
EAL AR E M s B SRPE B H 2 A R e 13 - A L
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Susannelf 2 EIEEN—ERHA - A —EHMEEERT » 2K
THRIFHI R BRI A « A — B EBRFFE AR AT HIRALR - ke
JEIARREE T G IR B IR 2P A: e b ity e B ia e » Il
HAREHFIRA—eh T2 -

H—XHMISusanne FEERMHHZ 201354 » A5 Fe Bl 28 Kl
F 4 R R EA R 5 KR —E U2 A B B R E#
(> sE U R Bt S Al S T RIS REE A ) o A0RS TR
K I T IR S R - AR 2L kAl DLEAR
il o AN IEAFMKELLY (FREE ) A4 - iR RS
7 MR REN o (R SRR B8E T th R
A TBHANE -

=
\

BT ]

FLREAT | @



ABE— 2 AT > BOLAERSHE - ArDAEIEKELLY X 2I4HER]
Z1%  BRENEH LBE o FBR Susanne FAFARE FH - B A
G MU T WA o P FRat T DUR s o e] DURSRs bkt
-

AT R R SCREE] T Susanne - FIMARA &M - MEtida £
i - M IRt RS 5 RS - SR E CE B (E PRI -
AT LUBtIEH B L » i DARTHE 2 KRBT E R S H CIACRE » frEsE
RAEFIMRATENR - & T rhEIfh ) RERRA MR 5T - SRAEERACRIE
HRSEE > dCAIRH R o R AT LIRS - AT D —
ek - i DECE A T -

SusanneHAEIRBEN » /N FE ACREAEFEIN A T @R AE » AL
—HRHOAEHEHA - KGN ERT - SLHE TEEA
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SusannefJE R, - 2] TRV FEET > DU 2 AR EEES -

1) Have you had your own original religion before believing in
Amitahba?

e+ FEEIIPAERE b LR - fEE AR 2

Sus @ No. I have not got any religion but I do believe something
from my heart. But there is nothing to do with the religion.

Sus : {H - HERWALEZEA BN - CRERHIER -

2) Would you like to share your happiness from reciting
Amitahba with other people who are Chinese or native English
speakers ?

o BOEREELE CRMENR - SRR HAMA - AP
AFIFNELA 2

Sus : Yes, I love to do that and please tell them that the Chinese
Medicine helped me to have my hair grown brilliantly.

Sus * B AR - ERS SR - Tk 7 rhgg stk o SRS
HIRAEEET -

3) Would you like to allow someone to put this article on the
internet to let more people know about the name of Amitahba and
get the benefits from the recitation- Amitahab?

e RES SR BB AT ISR S - DA 58 2 AR ] he e
BeryAsR - (SRR 2

Sus @ Yes, and I am very glad to have a Chinese Dharma name.

Sus : B - BORREETRER — P 30E4A -
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FHPEE - 525 (Massimo Claus) * ERZHZER ~ HA -
— R BEEERRIEE S R R » (AR AR IREER - & T —
B MR ~ R 7 A LA mie 1% - Bl ka1
H CAYERE » UK T 15 ERGEERENEE - ZRFHERNG P
il 7k W - MEE M E SRR -

A former musician and monk, Massimo Claus is a translator
and publisher of Buddhist works who lives in Piedmont, Italy. After
a spiritual search that took him through major religions of the world,
he recently found his destination, taking refuge in the pristine Pure
Land lineage of Master Shandao. Massimo was given the Dharma
name of Jingchao (&, or Pure Transcendence) by Master

Huijing. Here is his personal story, edited by Householder Jingxing.

My name is Massimo and I am from Italy. I had been a Buddhist
monk in the Nichiren tradition for almost ten years, and founded
and led the Nichiren sangha in Italy. In order to devote myself fully
to the Dharma, I quit my career as a musician. With the help of

my wife, I began to work full-time to spread Buddhism in Italy. To



this end, I also founded a small,
independent music label and

publishing house, Myo Edizioni.

KB » AMA -
ﬁﬂ?H%Tﬂj%ﬁﬂ“fﬁ » Bl
HEBHE KRB HERE

B TR - S e 5
T TSN - BT T 5 F A @
BT+ BTHAIE R A F1 A 4T

EfEFAFIMEE ML - Bl -
B T — 5/ NI T
A RE P A F > WM yo

Edizioni °

b b
N
R D
)2 v
My spiritual search has, over ﬂi %E; ‘HHJ‘ 4‘1
Y u , OV i,

the years, led me to study and %7 7’& + /.i\
practice Christianity, Hinduism, gﬁ #%Fﬁ- N

Daoism and Buddhism. I met

A B BN K e

the tradition of the Pure Land
through the Japanese Pure Land
masters Honen and Shinran. - i
Through their teachings, I left my TOREE

Nichiren monk’s robe to follow the Dharma of Amitabha.

LA AEREIERE= o IENIREE - B
PRI EER - FEFH H AT 2300 RRIER_ E AR EA - BaaE]
T AR o BRMIREGE - B HEERI A - 2R EhER
FEMEIIERT -

[ became a member of Jodo Shinshu, and then a representative

of the Horai Association, which is a fellowship within Shin

[ EFEEW ]
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Buddhism based on the teachings of Zuiken Inagaki. I dedicated a
musical album to the chants of this tradition, "Horai-Shin buddhist
Chants.” With the collaboration of my wife, we translated and
published the Three Pure Land Sutras (and other important works
of the Pure Land tradition) for the first time in the Italian language.
I dedicated a musical album to the chants of this tradition, "Horai-
Shin buddhist Chants." With the collaboration of my wife, we
translated and published the Three Pure Land Sutras (and other
important works of the Pure Land tradition) for the first time in the

[talian language.
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Dharma is the center of our lives, and through studying
this tradition in-depth, I found that there were elements of Jodo
Shinshu doctrine with which I don’t agree. Unfortunately, these
problems caused me to distance myself from nembutsu (nianfo, or
Amitabha-recitation) , and for some months I stopped performing

any kind of practice or liturgy.
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From online research, I discovered that the ancient tradition
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of Shandao is still alive. I've always felt a deep bond with Shandao,
and realizing that I, too, could be a part of this lineage has brought



me close to nianfo once again. Through the Pure Land Buddhism
website, I found the pristine teachings on the practice of nianfo,
and since that day I've been chanting the name of Amitabha every
moment. I'm deeply grateful to Masters Huijing and Jingzong for

their teachings, which have helped to open my mind and eyes.

iR EHRER - PR FAGH B KRN LA TR -
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[ live with my wife in an isolated house in the woods in
Piedmont, Italy, and we survive on the meager income generated by
Myo Edizioni. For the love of the Dharma, we have worked together
to find every possible means to reach people with the message
of Buddhism. Unfortunately, there are no Italian translations of
Shandao’s writing, but we hope to one day publish his wonderful
Commentary on the Contemplation Sutra, and the Liturgy for Birth.

Soon, Master Shandao will also shine in Italy.
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(From Massimo Claus’s official website http://massimoclaus.

altervista.org/ )

O Bornat Genova (ltaly) in 1964.

After graduating from the Conservatorium, he works as
session musician with great names of Italian music, writes
soundtracks for short movies and music for theatrical

shows.

O [n the early 90s he publishes Avatar, where he combines
the classical guitar to electronic sounds, a journey inside

the human soul. His researches, began with the album

"Avatar’, continue in the realm of sound, leading him to

study mantras, music therapy and many other forms of

application of sound.

These researches made him approach the teachings of
Buddha Shakyamuni.

O 1n 2003 Massimo Claus starts a collaboration with the music

label "Ecosound’.

In the following few years he records over 70 albums,
denoting his great music versatility: among these
publications, in fact, are classical guitar albums and chill-out
albums, music for meditation and relaxation and works of
classical music.

O In 2009 Massimo Claus founds the spiritual independent
music label Myo Edizioni.

With this label he publishes mostly didactical and spiritual




records, and books, dedicated to different spiritual paths,
results of his years of study - and in some cases practice - of

most part of religious doctrines.
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Bristow, who hails from Camberley, England, recently took
refuge with the Shandao Pure Land lineage under Master Huijing.
He is now Householder Jingchun ({5#) , which means Pure

Integrity.

BARZ A1k - 1l LSRR T8k » Bernkikzig
AR AR TR AT o BERATER O EAI T TS -
Like many of our fellow practitioners, Jingchun traveled a long

and often arduous path to the pristine Pure Land school. Here is his

own account:

Here in the United Kingdom, Buddhism is a minority faith and
Pure Land Buddhism is almost unheard of. Yet, somehow, I was
able to find the Pure Land way. What’s more, [ was able to accept
it fully after a single encounter. As a child, I was spiritually aware,
always wandering alone along the canal in silence while the other

kids were busy playing. Seeing spirits was not uncommon for me



— something my mother later told me she knew about. While I
didn’t understand the phenomena I witnessed, it now seems to have
signaled a special purpose for this particular lifetime. As a child, I
didn’t know what that purpose might be; I had no framework within

which to understand my desire for spiritual knowledge.

FESEE - RAP B  mehEE Lo E R R A
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When [ was 22 years old, I decided it was time to quench my
thirst for truth — a thirst that, as far as [ knew, I was born with.
I went to a library with the intent of spending as much time as I
needed to find the right book (or books) that explained the world
and what lay beyond it. The spiritual aisle was very large; it seemed
absurd to think I would just walk away with the answer. I stood
before the aisle and gazed down the long shelves, hoping that a book
would just jump out at me and save me the trouble of searching. I'll
never forget this, because a book "jumping out at me ; was, in a

way, exactly what happened.
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[ felt a strange impulse to pick up a certain volume that suddenly
caught my eye — a book that didn’t stand out in the least. It was a
small publication, about an inch thick, with a plain blue spine. Its
title was " Buddhism of Wisdom and Faith: Pure Land Principles
and Practice, ; authored by Vietnamese Master Thich Thien Tam.
I had no knowledge of Buddhism, let alone Pure Land Buddhism; I
just had a strong feeling that this was what I needed to read. So off I

went to read it.
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[ couldn’t believe that I was actually awake; it seemed as if I were
moving through a dream. But what was happening was that I was
in the midst of an awakening, the one we all have when we finally
encounter truth. [ read the whole book in one sitting, finishing
by the early hours of the morning. [ fell asleep extremely content,
softly chanting " Amituofo. ; To my amazement, this encounter
hadn’t been a dream. I awoke full of energy with the Name flooding
my mind. From that moment on, I resolved to recite the name of

Amitabha Buddha as my only practice and refuge.
BENEE - P h—i - TAERE R CERE - HREA
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[ imagined that this would be my single path until the end of my
life, but many pitfalls lay ahead. My cousin, a very serious Christian,
started to challenge my newfound faith. I began to doubt Amitabha

— even the Dharma itself. But this circumstance, like everything
in this world, was impermanent. Despite these obstacles, the Name
refused to leave my heart; it had become a part of me. Eventually, I
returned to my faith and the simple practice of chanting Amitabha’s

name.
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But the biggest challenge I would face came in the guise of
Buddhism itself. I met an ex-Zen monk who was giving spiritual
teachings. He was a very serious person who had spent 20 years in
Japan practicing meditation while facing a wall. The things he taught
seemed not only unbelievable, but very far from Buddhism. [ wasn’t
sure if I was crazy or naive for listening to him. But he had been a

Zenmonk ! Surely, I could trust him, right?
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What he taught was that all religions are just an overflow of
consciousness, and the sufferings of the world result from humanity
losing touch with darkness through its obsession with light. What he
had learned from his many years of getting up to walk in the dead
of night, was that we are not alone; and not so many years before,
he had experienced a direct encounter with the one he called the
Mother of all mothers. It was the Goddess herself: the true face of
God. She is the darkness we see when we look up on a starry night,
and the dirt beneath our feet is her body. No one can escape her.
In her, the meaning of life is life itself — the cycle of birth, death
and rebirth — and all beings have always been at her mercy, pulled

inexorably towards her like celestial bodies towards a gravity well.
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At the time, these things really touched me deeply. This teaching
seemed to pull on the strings of my heart like nothing had before.



But after two years of devotion to the Goddess, I found myself
becoming very unwell and depressed, something that I still struggle
with to this day. Ultimately, I knew these beliefs had to be wrong; my
body was telling me that something was seriously amiss. So, I left the
teaching, and immediately my health began to return. (Previously,
I had always enjoyed good health, and I believe strongly that this was

the result of having said the name of Amitabha for many years. )

H— R HE SRR PR BRI 5 | - SEMEER - PR AT R A 2
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Finally, I found my way back to the Pure Land path, and felt
very happy to be returning to the teaching that had nurtured me for
half my life. But there was still one last issue that needed resolving:
Which is the correct interpretation of the Pure Land Dharma?
After much reading and contemplating, [ had a realization that has
been shared by many a bygone Buddhist master: Shandao was the
father of this teaching; he had been Amitabha himself, manifest in
the world. As stated in his " Commentary on the Contemplation
Sutra, ; Master Shandao’s words are authorized by the Buddhas
and are authoritative for all time ! This statement has been deeply
imprinted in my mind.
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[ experienced a few difficulties in transitioning out of the
Japanese Pure Land schools, but this is perhaps to be expected after
having invested over a decade studying the teachings of Honen,
Shinran and Ippen. Despite my ongoing battle with depression, I
am happy to be home, and the support I receive from the growing
Shandao-lineage network in the English-speaking world is truly
priceless. This is my family, one that extends across all the Dharma
realms for all time. Together, we will all become Buddhas, and
assist in liberating all beings everywhere under the compassionate

guidance of our true parent, Amitabha the immeasurable one !
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Namo Amitabha !
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FROM THE KINGDOM OF GOD TO THE
REALM OF AMITABHA

% /Householder Jingyang % #r k2 L
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Born in Stoke-on-Trent, England, Ivan Latham is a trained
accountant and sometime poet who lives and works in Senden,
Germany. He recently took refuge with the pristine Pure Land
lineage of Master Shandao and was given the Dharma name Jingyang

(##f1, or Pure Admiration) by Master Huijing. Here is his
account of the spiritual journey that took him to Buddhism’s Pure
Land school.

[ had always been a spiritual seeker. My upbringing was
Christian, and for almost 40 years I trod a confused path within and
outside the church. I would leave it alone, go back, try again to get

my heart and head around it all, get bogged down and start the cycle
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again. [t was my own samsaric microcosm !
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[ dallied with atheism, agnosticism and couldn’t-care-less-ism,
but nothing answered my questions, or satisfied my needs. I had no
idea what my needs even were ! [ wasn’t happy, wasn’t really a nice

person. Something was missing. But again, I had no idea what.
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Then, around a year-and-a-half ago, my in-laws gave my wife
and I a beautiful thangka. They had traveled widely in India and had
brought it back years ago from one of their trips. It was a moving-
in gift for our new flat. It’s beautiful -- vivid colors on fabric, with a

striking Buddha seated at its center. I only discovered later that it is
Amitabha Buddha.
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The thangka piqued my interest and I began to look into

Buddhist teaching. [ started slowly, with the basics -- the Four Noble

Truths, Five Precepts, etc. I hadn’t expected it to make so much



sense ! Then my wife brought me a paperback book of Teachings
of the Buddha last Christmas. ( Amitabha bless her ! ) I read it
avidly. Some deep stuff, a lot of it in fact. But again, it made so much
sense of the world and explained the human condition in a thorough

and convincing way.
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[ started to practice mindfulness meditation, watching the
breath, watching my thoughts. It was fascinating and I enjoyed the
calmness I gained as time went by. I continued studying, reading,
trying to put into practice the Dharma method, and getting to know
some wonderful people on the same path, mostly online. I began

reciting mantras, using a mala (beads) , broadening my practice.
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But if I am honest, I was probably doubting my ability to
achieve anything even remotely resembling a beneath-the-bodhi-
tree experience. I doubted myself, and not in the right "not-self"
Buddhist way ! I was finding calmness, less anxiety, but the Buddha
seemed to be teaching something far more radical. Suffering and the

end of suffering. Not just a means of coping with day-to-day stress.
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By chance I heard of the Pure Land path. Not by chance, no. By
Amitabha’s grace ! I had never heard of this "easy path" and at first
I dismissed it as inauthentic Buddhism. I had heard so much about
self-power that to rely on Amitabha sounded heretical. But I don’t
know if it was my Christian upbringing, but I guess the idea of grace
dies hard. I looked at Pure Land again and its teachings on faith,
aspiration and practice. I looked a bit more and then on a whim
modified my meditation. I wrote my own short liturgy centered on

recitation rather than meditation. I recited the name of Amitabha

Buddha.
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Somehow it felt so right. Something moved me within, as |
recited. [ felt a great sense of compassion towards myself and the
whole world. And a joy and peace that [ thought I would never

know.
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Finally I feel that
[ understand the true
purpose of Shakyamuni
Buddha’s work, which
was to reveal the truth
of this wonderful Pure
Land way -+ to reveal
Amitabha Buddha, who
in his great compassion

seeks our liberation and

Buddhahood.
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In Amitabha, I know and trust that Buddhahood is fully
attainable, and that this priceless treasure awaits all who only believe.

It has nothing to do with me and everything to do with him ! What
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a privilege and joy ! Namo Amitabha Buddha !
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No. 17 & 17A, Jalan Anggerik 42, Taman Johor
Jaya, 81100 Johor Bahru, Johor, Malaysia.

Tel © 07-3646085

BBFE : amt.plb.jb@gmail.com

#8ut © www.facebook.com/amt.plb.jb

ALz EEEE (SFTM)

No. 137, Taman Pelangi, Jalan Kuala Kedah,
06600 Alor Setar, Kedah, Malaysia.

Tel © 04-771 7828 / 011-2769 8006

HLF8 © amt.plb.as@gmail.com

#8ut © www.facebook.com/amt.plb.as
BrIFTHREHE (SEEK)

No. 12A (F) , Jalan SJ 6, Taman Selayang Jaya,
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Kuching,Sarawak, Malaysia.

Tel * 082-257634

28 Eric Cheong

Block B, Lot S8-2, 1st Floor, Tropicana
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Tel = 012-393 5736
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Rowland Heights,CA 91748
Peggy Chin (10M)

PO Box 29521 Oakland CA 94604
Tel = 510-575-0504
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